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Emily Provincial Park August 1980
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Lion’s Head Labour Day Weekend 1980
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• First Annual Starfest

• 23 People
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• Astronomical Computing

• 92 People

• Saturday Banquet 

Introduced
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• 150 People

• Concurrent program

• NYAA logo introduced 
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• 222 People

• Addition of Tent

• Vendor Displays Introduced
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Artwork by James Taylor



• 385 People

• Neptune Fly By

•First Hi Tech 

Teleconference
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Artwork by James Taylor

• 385 People

• Optical Quality Survey
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Artwork by Otmar Eigler
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STARFEST

• 499 People

• Comet SL9 Impact



David Levy  

sharing his 

passion for 

astronomy with 

others.

The SL9 Impact July 16, 1994

Slide 21
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• 613 People

• Addition of Children's Tent

• Introduction of Kidfest

• Concurrent Program



Kidfest
For the young and those young at heart.
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Kidfest
For the young and those young at heart.

Slide 33
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Artwork by Otmar Eigler



FOUR ERAS OF 

STARFEST

Starfest Ranked among Top Seven star parties in 

North America
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Artwork by John Clemmer

• Solar Eclipse conflict

• Starfest held July 15 – 18

• 437 People down from 750

• Bring Home the Bacon Award 



• In keeping with the informal nature of 

the NYAA and the Canadian persona 

the award consists of:

• 500 Loonies

• a pound of Canadian back bacon

• a toque

• a plaque

STARFEST
BRING HOME THE BACON AWARD



STARFEST
BRING HOME THE BACON AWARD

Bob Sandness 
Asteroid 
1999EK05

Mar. 24, 1999

Gary Billings
Asteroid 
1999RD44

Sept. 15, 1999 

Vance Petriew 
Comet 2001 Q

(Petriew)

Aug. 18, 2001

Dave Lane &

Paul Gray

Supernova 2005B

Jan. 11, 2005

Ajai Sehgal  &

Jack Newton

Supernova 2005DY

Sept. 7, 2005

Kathryn Gray

Supernova 2010lt 
Jan. 2, 2011

Nathan Gray

Supernova 2013hc

October 30, 2013
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Artwork by John Clemmer

• Y2K behind us time to celebrate

• Theme based on Janus

• 859 People
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Artwork by John Clemmer

• Mars close approach

• 965 People
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Artwork by John Clemmer

Artwork by Tara McWatters

• 25th Annual Starfest

• 728 People

• Teleconference with Saskatchewan 

Summer Star Party
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Artwork by John Clemmer

Artwork by Amy Park

• Comet McNaught big event  

• 771 People

• Teleconference with John 

Drummond in New Zealand 
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❖ BBC Sky At Night

❖ Linked To Queensland 
Astrofest
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Artwork by Malcolm Park
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Artwork by Tara McWaters



FOUR ERAS OF 

STARFEST



FOUR ERAS OF 

STARFEST

2011 30TH ANNIVERSARY
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STARFEST

2012

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 

DR GORDON “OZ” OSINSKI:  

COSMIC COLLISIONS AND 

WHAT THE “CURIOSITY” 

ROVER MAY FIND ON MARS
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2013 

PROGRAM HILIGHTS:
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2013 
CHRIS HADFIELD MESSAGE FROM ISS

CSA: “GOOD DAY,

I WILL BE HAPPY TO HELP YOU 

REGARDING YOUR REQUEST FOR A VIDEO 

MESSAGE FROM CHRIS WHILE IN SPACE”

IT ACTUALLY HAPPENED!
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2014 
DR. CAROLYN PORCO, 

A DECADE AT SATURN
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2014 



Keynote Speakers
Slide 22

1983 Steve Dodson

1984 Fred Lossing

Ken Tapping

1985 Tom Bolton

1986 Terence Dickinson

1987 Marshall McCall

1988 Chris Rogers

1989 Terence Dickinson

Peter Jedicke 

1990 David Levy 



Keynote Speakers
Slide 22

1991 Tony Hallas

1992 Terence Dickinson

Alan Dyer

1993 Jack Newton

1994 David Levy

1995 Wendy Freedman

1996 Claude Nicollier

1997 Terence Dickinson

Tom Bopp

1998 Leif Robinson

1999 Ken Hewitt-White

2000

2001

Ray Villard

Steve Murray



Keynote Speakers
Slide 22

2002 Stephen O'Meara

2003 Terence Dickinson

2004 Nagin Cox

2005 Robert Myers

2006 Story Musgrave

2007 John Dubinski

2008 Ivan Semeniuk

2009 Jane Houston Jones

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Rene Doyon

Rocky Kolb

Gordon “Oz” Osinski

Don McHholz

Carolyn Porco
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Photo: Malcolm Park
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Starfest Coordinator

Audio Visual

Bill Cruttwell

Registration Office

Rosemary Kelsch

Bonnie Bird

Prepare post SF data

RiverPlace Liaison

Glenn’S lover

Online Registrations

Diane Ferguson

Un-delegated

Tasks

Website

Dave Ledger

Speaker Contacts

Heide

Malcolm

Astrotent

Ramesh Pooran

Vendors and

Door Prizes

John Merchant

Susan and Bruce

Program

speakers

Bio’s, pics and

Astrotent 

Materials

From contacts

Communicate with 

Attendees in 

Database via email

Announcements

SF Spokesperson

Deliver mailing

materials

to Honeycomb

Artwork and

Address files

Stuffing party prep

Labels and reports 

From database

Database 

Management

Pre and post

Starfest

Update certain data

Starfest Salon

Dave Dev

Lead the team

Keep momentum 

Set target dates

Achieve goals

Post Starfest

Data entry
With Mike Miner

Outside of Tent

Norm Folkers

Rick

Ramesh

Dave’s 

Et al

Promotional Items

Order Products

Artwork,

and Pamphlet

Elaine Dos Santos

Liaise with Diane, 

Dave 

And Ramesh

Re registrations, 

Web site and

Astrotent

Banking

Issue refunds

Make deposits

Pay Invoices

With Glenn SloverWith Mike MinerWith Elaine
With John and

Joan

Starfest 

Program Manager

Cathy

Starfest Organisation

before
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Saturday Night Magic
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Swap Meet
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The Spot



Keynote Speakers
2015

2016

Br Guy Consolmago

(Discarded Worlds: 

Astronomical Ideas That Were 

“Almost” correct

Dr. Christine Wilson (Atacama 

Large Millimeter Array)

2017 Fred Espenak (2017 Preview 

Eclipse / How to Photograph it)

2018 Dr. Raymond Laflamme

(Stephen Hawking)

2019 Dr. Ralf Gellert (Mars Rover)

2020 Held over

2021 Held over

2022 Dr. Natalie Ouellette (James 

Webb/Galaxies)
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2017
• Fred Espenak (2017 Preview Eclipse / 

How to Photograph it)

• Starfest in July
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STARFEST

2018 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familyhandyman.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F12%2Fshutterstock_124014955-fire-1200x1200.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familyhandyman.com%2Flist%2Ffoolproof-ways-to-start-a-fire-in-a-fireplace%2F&tbnid=WV09TKCiYZWkJM&vet=12ahUKEwjvzsuK7db5AhWisHIEHSl0A-sQMygiegUIARDUBA..i&docid=UKWQ0yoxutJRlM&w=1200&h=1200&q=Fireplace&client=firefox-b-d&ved=2ahUKEwjvzsuK7db5AhWisHIEHSl0A-sQMygiegUIARDUBA
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• In keeping with the informal nature 

of the NYAA and the Canadian 

persona the award consists of:

STARFEST 2023

AUGUST 17 - 20


